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After completing midday meals in the houses of brahmins here we set
out at two to a place called Girivadipalem which is twelve miles away and
arrived there by sunset. There are no shops here. The route is a little away
from this place. We arranged for provisions from a near-by village. There
are only four brahmin houses here and as the place is very small only one tent
could be pitched and we spent the night. It is a very small village. There
is no difference in the terrain today.
The following mentioned Agraharams (villages) in Vijayanagaram
taluk of Ganjam are the live-wire for the entire area. They are Harischan-
drapuram, Lukkulam, Priya, Booru3 Koda3 Somapuram and Anthu.
The famous pilgrimages are Ramathirthaiu, Srikurmam, Simhadri
Padmanabham and Anthu and these are donated by the Kalinga King.
IQthJuly, 1831
Getting up before sunrise at three on Sunday the tenth, we set out for
a place fourteen miles away, called Vijayanagaram the Capital of Kalinga
King and reached that place by ten. From this place measure of distance
is {Amada' which is approximately equivalent to two 'Ghadiyas* (each ghadiya
is 24 minutes) distance of our parts, and land measurement is in terms of the
measure of grain it yields just as Garise bhoomi (four hundred markals
o f land) which actually means that the land yields eight hundred markals and
after deducting half of it towards Government share, the remaining half, that
is, four hundred markals remain as the share of the land owner and hence the
land is measured in terms of his share of the produce. The terrain is the same
today as it was yesterday except that there are a few ups and downs we ascended
and descended. There are a few mountain streams which we crossed by foot.
The path that leads to Vijayanagaram narrows down as it progresses
into the lower mountains and becomes thick with forest. It is at the foot of
those hills that Ramathirthalu, a pilgrimage centre is situated. The preceptor
of Vijayanagara King lives here. The ancestors of the King are Vaishnavites
and they travelled in south during the past and so they invited several Vaish-
navas to this country and gave them sumptuous land grants to enable them
to settle here happily in this Kingdom. This city Vijayanagaram is under
the rule of the ancestors of the present Kings for the past two hundred and
fifty years. It seems that this country has become t|ie land of destiny (Kar-
mabhoomi) by the association of Deva Brahmins, in all its full glory since
past hundred years, I feel. There is a small fort in this town where the ruler
lives and there are about thousand houses outside. All types of craftsmen
are here. Expert craftsmen here can do fine carving work on gold and
there are skilled Copper smiths who can do excellent coppers and brasses
and weavers who can weave fine cloth.
The ruler of this state abdicated and handed over possession to the
Collector, Visakhapatnam and went away to live in Kashi and so the citizens of
this state bemoan like orphan children and when I hear their cries I feel that